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MINUTES OP THE AYUNTAMIENTO OF SAN FELIPE 
DE AUSTIN, 1828-1832 

X 

EDITED BY EUGENE C. BARKER 

On motion of the president the subject of establishing boards 
of health in this town and in such other sections of the Colony as 
may be deemed expedient was discussed and it was ordered by the 
Ayuntamto. that in asmuch as the Chief of this Department has 
communicated to this body the fact of the existence of the con- 
tagion called the smallpox in Bexar and Goliad (formerly Labahia) 
and recommending to this body the establishment of boards of 
health for the purpose of protecting as far as may be practicable 
the inhabitants of this jurisdiction from the ravages of this serious 
disease that the persons hereinafter mentioned shall within their 
respective precincts or neighborhoods compose a board of health. 

first for the Town of San Felipe de Austin, Doctors James B. 
Miller, Robert Peebles, and Socrates Moseley [p. 9] Francis W. 
Johnson Alcalde and Eobert M. Williamson Sindico procurador 
Messrs Luke Lesassier and Wm. H. Jack. 

second for the town of Brazoria. Asa Brigham Comisario, Doc- 
tors Francis F. Welles J. B. Walls, Messrs. A. B. Stewart and 
John Austin 

third for the town of Harrisburg Samuel C. Hirams Comisario, 
S Bundick Sindico, Messrs. David Harris, Wm. P. Harris and 
Ephraim Fuqua. 

fourth for the upper settlement on this Biver and Mill Creek 
Doctor Wright. Thomas S. Saul J. P. Coles, Nestor Clay Abner 
Kuykendall and Levi A. Bostic. 

fifth, for the Bay Prairie and lower part of the Colorado Law- 
rence Barney Comisario Dr. C. G. Cox Thomas M. Duke, Bobt. H. 
Williams, Aylett C. Buckner and James Cummins 

sixth for the town of Gonzales J. B. Patrick, Comasario. Thos. 
R. Miller sindico, Messrs. Green DeWitt Ezekiel Williams and 
Joseph Clements. 

The following resolution of the body on motion of the Prest. 
was then adopted That inasmuch as this Ayuntamto. has reed 
information that Padre Miguel Muldoon has been appointed curate 
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of this place, and is now on his way to take charge of his curate- 
ship, that E. M. Williamson, sindico procurador Mr. Luke Lesassier 
and Samuel M. Williams be and are hereby appointed as a com- 
mittee from this body to wait upon the said Padre Muldoon, and 
offer to him the high considerations of the body, and to provide 
such conveniences for his comfort as the circumstances and sit- 
uation of the place will admit. 

On motion of E. M. Williamson sindico procurador ordered that 
the president be authorized, to have the necessary repairs made to 
the building now occupied by the Ayuntamto. Hall so as to render 
it secure from the weather, and to make [p. 10] it answer for the 
purposes for which it was intended, or for those for which it is now 
occupied and to contract for the work to be done on the best terms 
possible and pledge the faith of the Municipality for the pay- 
ment of it. 

On motion of the president ordered that Eobert M. Williamson 
be appointed a committee to make a settlement with Nichs Clopper 
for the purchase made of a house in this town and also to enquire 
into the situation and state of the respective subscription lists, in 
which voluntary subscriptions were made for the purpose of defray- 
ing the expence of the purchase of said House. Further ordered by 
the Ayuntamiento that Francis W. Johnson, prest. Eobert M. Wil- 
liamson sindico procr. Luke Lesassier, James Whiteside and Wil- 
liam Morton be appointed a committee to form and report a plan 
of taxation for the purpose of raising a sufficient fund to defray 
the current expences of the Municipality, the debts now due by 
the same, and also to defray the expence of building a Jail and a 
building sufficient for transacting the business of the Ayuntamto. 
and Alcalde in, and for the preservation of the archives of the 
body — And also to form and report a plan of the buildings desired 
and an estimate of the probable cost of erecting and finishing 
them, which report must be made to the Ayuntamto. on the 2d 
day of April next. 

further ordered that Eobt. M. Williamson be appointed as a 
committee to examine into and report the true situation of the 
tax on town lots now due to the Municipality and also the situation 
of the various judgments in favor of the Municipality for fines 
imposed on various individuals, and also to make such collections 
on account of the same as may be practicable. 

On Motion of Eobert M. Williamson ordered that a Patrol be 
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formed for the town and neighborhood of San Felipe de Austin 
and that Francis W. Johnson and Luke Lesassier be appointed as a 
[p. 10a] **committee to frame the regulations necessary for the 
management of the patrol. Convinced of the zeal and energy of 
Citizen Thomas Gay the ayuntamiento appointed him captain of 
the patrol. 

On motion of the President, the ayuntamiento ordered that all 
stores, shops, and other places in which liquor is sold shall be closed 
promptly at ten o'clock at night, and that each person who does 
not obey, or violates this order by keeping open his store or shop 
after the hour fixed, shall be fined $10 for each infraction of the 
order — Understanding that this provision does not extent to the 
taverns, open for the accommodation of travelers, but it is neces- 
sary for the bars to close at ten o'clock. 

A petition from Noah Scott was presented praying that he be 
excused from the fine imposed on him last year. This was rejected. 

On motion of E. M. Williamson, ordered that the best arrange- 
ment possible be made with Surveyor Thomas H. Borden or some 
one else to run the line for the road from this place to Josiah H 
Bell's house and thence to the Town of Brazoria. 

On motion of the president an election was ordered at the house 
of William Eobinson on the Colorado and at the house of William 
Barton on the same river for the election of officers for the 6th 
company of the civic militia. These elections are to be held on 
the 16th of April. Eobinson will preside over one and the Sindico 
procurador, E. M. Williamson will preside over the other.** 44 

[p. 11] The report of James W. Jones and George Huff the 
committee appointed to examine and report the most direct and 
best rout for a road from the house of said Huff to Wm. Mortons 
on the Brazos Eiver, was read and approved and ordered to be filed 

An account of G. B. Cottens was presented to the body for ad- 
vertising in the Texas Gazette amtg. to 16$ which was rejected 
on account of said Cottens having agreed with the Ayuntamto. of 
last year to publish all advertisements etc for one year for a stip- 
ulated sum which has been paid him. 

The body entered into a discussion relative to the non-compli- 
ance on the part of Pleasant D. McNeel third Eegidor with the 
duties which the laws prescribe and his having failed to attend any 

44 Part of the English is missing, and that part of the text between the 
asterisks is translated from the parallel Spanish. 
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session of the body since his election altho frequently notified to 
do so. In consequence of which and in compliance with the 10th 
article of the municipal ordinance the body declared that a fine 
should be entered up against him of Ten dollars and further that 
should he fail to attend the next session that he be reported to 
the Chief of Department as a member who refuses to comply with 
his duties. 

The Ayuntamto. then ordered that a memorial be addressed to 
the Legislature of the state praying it to provide a company of 
Bangers. The ayuntamto. adjourned 

Samuel M. Williams 

[p. 12] In the Town of San Felipe de Austin on the fourth 
day of the month of April 1831 The Ayuntamiento met in regular 
session present Francis W. Johnson Alcalde, Eandall Jones 2d 
Eegidor William Eobinson 4th Eesridor and Eobert M. Williamson 
sindico procurador. Absent Walter C. White 1st Eegidor by per- 
mission, and Pleasant D. McNeil 3d Eegidor not yet having taken 
his seat. 

The acts as recorded of the last session were read and approved. 

It was then ordered by the body that the plan submitted by the 
Committee, to whom was referred the subject to raise funds by 
taxation to defray the expenses of building a jail and other build- 
ings necessary for the local municipal authorities to hold their 
sessions in and to preserve the records of the Colony, be adopted 
and passed to the Chief of this Department for his approval and 
to be transmitted to the Legislature of the State. 

Each and every drug shop, tippling shop or retailer of spirituous 
liquors in any quantity less than one quart shall pay a licence of 
twenty five dollars. 

Each and every keeper of a tavern or public house residing in a 
Town shall pay per annum for a licence thirty dollars. Each 
[p. 13] billiard table fifty dollars. 

Each practising physician twenty five dollars. Each practicing 
Lawyer in conformity with the 57th art. of the Municipal ordi- 
nances with the difference that a foreigner shall pay 200$ instead 
of 150$ 

Each person who sells merchandise in conformity with article 58 
of sd. ordinances, with the difference that a foreigner shall pay 200$ 

Each and every League of land for which title has issued two 
Dollars. 
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Each and even' half League of land one dollar & twenty five 
cents. 

Each quarter League of land Seventy five cents 

Each labor of land fifty cents 

Each and every proprietor of land other than that above enu- 
merated shall pay in the above proportion 

Each and every out lot in a territory comprehended within the 
limits of any Town One Dollar. Each and every in lot in con- 
formity with the plan of said Town two dollars, With the excep- 
tion of the town of Austin whose charter regulates the tax on lots. 

Each and every Negro over the a?e of eight years the sum of 
One Dollar provided that no Negro who is unfit for service from 
age and infirmities be subject to taxation. A [p. 14] petition of 
Thomas J. Oazley praying that the title for lots numbers 136 & 
139 be made to him, in virtue of a transfer and sale of sd. lots' 
made by Phinneas Jones & Co. to said Gazley. The Ayunto. or- 
dered that the title as prayed for be made. And there being noth- 
ing further before the body it adjourned to the next regular term. 

[p. 15] In the town of San Felipe de Austin 2d of May 1831. 
The Ayuntamto. this day met in regular session and the meeting 
opened by Pleasant D. McNeil appearing and taking before the 
Alcalde the oath of office as 3d Eegidor the following members 
being present. Francis W. Johnson prest. Randall Jones 2d Eegi- 
dor P. D. McNeil 3d Eegidor — Wm. Eobinson 4th Eegidor and 
E. M. Williamson Sindico procurador Walter C. White 1st Regidor 
being absent on leave. 

The Prest. called for a reading of the acts of last meeting which 
was done and they [were] approved. 

On motion of the president ordered, that a committee be ap- 
pointed to regulate the fees and charges of licenced physicians, 
and doctors Miller and Moseley the president and Wm. Eobinson 
4th Eegidor were appointed the Committee to report a tariff or fee 
bill at the next regular session. 

The report of the committee to whom was referred the subject 
of the repairs necessary to be made to the building purchased for 
a temporary church was read and adopted by the unanimous vote 
of the body. 

A petition from Nelson Smith was read, praying a release from 
certain disabilities incurred under an order of the body last year, 
in the month of decemr. The prayer was unanimously granted. 
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And the Ayuntamto. ordered that the agent of the Empresario 
Austin be notified that said Smith is released from the impedi- 
ments which heretofore existed [p. 16] to his receiving land as 
a Colonist. 

A petition from N. Clopper praying for a title to town lot No. 
17 was read and granted. 

An account of Patrick Green for repairs done in the building 
occupied as a Municipal Hall amtg. to $20 — was admitted subject 
to a deduction of three dollars & fifty cents 

An account by Wm. H. Jack for house rent from the 1st Jany 
to 18th March at the rate of 15p. per month allowed. 

An account of Thos Davis for services rendered as a guard amtg. 
to $13.25 was postponed or deferred to the next meeting 

a do of A Blairs 110 50/100 deferred 

A do of Thos. Alley $13 25/100 deferred 

A do of James Small $102 25/100 deferred 

A do of Wm. B. Whiteside $12 25/100 deferred 

The above account being for sendees rendered as a guard were 
deferred for further consideration 

An account by James Whiteside for boarding prisoners H. H. 
League and Seth Ingram rejected that is so much of it as regards 
board. 

The returns made for Election of Company officers being in- 
formal were rejected. 

On motion of the prest. ordered that the Lots purchased by 
Dudley J. White be sold on the 2d day [p. 17] of June next, he 
having failed to comply with the obligations under which he pur- 
chased them and which had by an order of the body of last year 
been ordered sold in February last. 



